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Resource,
Conservation &
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Resourceful Waves

Important Dates:

01/22/2014 Partnership for
the Saginaw Bay
Watershed- Board of
Directors Meeting @ UofM
Flint — 1:00 p.m.

01/23/2014 Iosco
Conservation District
Annual Meeting @ IRESA
Building — 6 p.m.

01/29/2014 Cass River
Greenway Meeting @
Vassar City Office — 1 p.m.

02/20/2014 Arenac
Conservation District
Annual Meeting @
American Legion Post #104
-6 p.m.

RC&D Executive Brd.
Meetings 01/28/2014,
02/25/2014, 03/25/2014
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2014 Saginaw Bay RC&D’s “Celebration of
Success”/Annual Meeting

We are extremely happy
to announce that the
location and time of our
2"d “Celebration of
Success” meeting on
February 27", 2014 has
been finalized! The
meeting will be held at
the DoubleTree Hotel-
Riverfront in Bay City,
MI and registration
will begin at 9 a.m.
There will be display
space available for those
of you who request it.
Those of you who are
members of our
organization and you pay

your 2014 dues by
February 24", 2014, you
will receive ONE FREE
registration to the
Celebration of Success
meeting. This meeting is
intended to bring together
all the organizations that
work within the Saginaw
Bay and its’ Watershed.
Be on the lookout for an
invitation and agenda to
follow. We will also be
handing out two awards
this year so please keep
your eyes peeled for a
press release regarding
nominations for award

recipients once the award
categories are decided
upon by our Executive
board members. We
would also like give
special thanks to Spicer
Group for sponsoring our
meeting and helping to
make our vision a reality!
We hope to see you all on
February 2711
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Cass River Watershed Planning Grant Update

The Cass River Cass River Watershed.
Watershed Just an update on the Watershed Management
Management Plan is in Cass River Virtual Plan at our Celebration of
its’ final stages of Watershed Tour video, we  Success meeting on
development. We are are awaiting a budget February 27", 2014.
excited to roll out this revision from our grant

Watershed funders to allow for some

Management Plan and hard copies of the video

bring some new to be made. We will be

opportunities to the presenting the virtual tour

video and discussing the

Some unfortunate news...

Jim Hergott had a very
serious hunting accident
shortly after
Thanksgiving. He fell from
his hunting blind as he
was coming down, the
second step was very icy
and he lost his footing.
Jim ended up with 2
fractured vertebra and 1
that was completely
shattered. Jim had
surgery on 12/3/13 at
which time they fused two
of his vertebra and put a
rod with 8 screws in the
other. The surgery went
quite well and the doctors
had said that with time
and rehabilitation that
there was a

great chance Jim would
make a full recovery and
be able to walk again. Jim
then was transferred to a
rehabilitation center on
12/9/13 and was starting
his journey to recovery,
the next day Jim had to
be rushed back to the

E.R. because he had
blood clots. Once he got
to the E.R. they found he
had blood clots in his
lungs and leg and had
suffered some lung
damage. He was going
downhill quite quickly, but
it was a blessing in
disguise that they

were found in time.

They did surgery again
and then put him on
medication and a sonic
wave vibration to start to
bust up the clots. We
found out that the
surgery and

medication was a success-
60% of the clots were
broke up and they put a
filter in to catch the rest
and break them up also.
Jim called me on the
phone and he said he is
gradually feeling better
and was asking about the
RC&D. Bless his heart, he
is truly committed to

the RC&D even at times

like these. I told him
everything is under
control here at the RC&D
and for him to focus on
making a full and speedy
recovery. He was very
happy to hear that and is
quite impressed with how
normal things have
stayed with him being
away for a while. Now, I
ask from all of you, if you
have any questions to
please reference them to
me (Tiffany Foco) at this
saginawbay@aol.com. I
will get back to you in a
timely manner and will
continue to update
everyone on Jim’s
progress. Needless to
say, with the series of
unfortunate events that
have happened recently,
Saginaw Bay RC&D WILL
continue to push forward
and continue to conduct
business as usual.

-Tiffany



Applications for Conservation Stewardship
Program due Jan. 17th, 2014.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 2,
2013 - The U.S.
Department of
Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) is opening
the_Conservation
Stewardship Program
(CSP) for new enrollments
for federal fiscal year
2014. Starting today
through Jan. 17, 2014,
producers interested in
participating in the
program can submit
applications to NRCS.
“Through the
Conservation Stewardship
Program, farmers,
ranchers, and forest
landowners are going the
extra mile to conserve our
nation’s resources,” NRCS
Chief Jason Weller said.
“Through their
conservation actions, they
are ensuring that their
operations are more
productive and
sustainable over the long
run.” The CSP is an
important Farm Bill
conservation program that
helps established
conservation stewards
with taking their level of
natural resource
management to the next
level to improve both
their agricultural
production and provide
valuable conservation
benefits such as cleaner
and more abundant
water, as well as healthier
soils and better wildlife
habitat. Weller said
today's announcement is
another example of
USDA's comprehensive

focus on promoting
environmental
conservation and
strengthening the rural
economy, and it is a
reminder that a new
Food, Farm and Jobs Bill
is pivotal to continue
these efforts. CSP is now
in its fifth year and so far,
NRCS has partnered with
producers to enroll more
than 59 million acres
across the nation. The
program emphasizes
conservation performance
— producers earn higher
payments for higher
performance. In CSP,
producers install
conservation
enhancements to make
positive changes in soil
quality, soil erosion,
water quality, water
quantity, air quality, plant
resources, animal
resources and energy.
Some popular
enhancements used by
farmers and ranchers
include:

¢ Using new nozzles that
reduce the drift of
pesticides, lowering input
costs and making sure
pesticides are used where
they are most needed;

¢ Modifying water
facilities to prevent bats
and bird species from
being trapped;

¢ Burning patches of land,
mimicking prairie fires to
enhance wildlife habitat;
and

* Rotating feeding areas
and monitoring key
grazing areas to improve
grazing management.

Eligible landowners and
operators in all states and
territories can enroll in
CSP through January 17th
to be eligible during the
2014 federal fiscal year.
While local NRCS offices
accept CSP applications
year round, NRCS
evaluates applications
during announced ranking
periods.

To be eligible for this
year’s enrollment,
producers must have their
applications submitted to
NRCS by the closing date.
A CSP self-screening
checklist is available to
help producers determine
if the program is suitable
for their operation. The
checklist highlights basic
information about CSP
eligibility requirements,
stewardship threshold
requirements and
payment types. Learn
more about CSP by
visiting the NRCS website
or a local NRCS field
office.







